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Art Unit: 2666 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Christopher J. Hunt, et al. (U.S. 5,539,881) in view of, Isaac K. Elliott, et al. (U.S. 2005/012538) 

Regarding claim 1 and 9 Hunt teaches connecting the network to a central device 
Fig. 2 elements 201 ,202) where DM in Fig. 2 is analogous to the central device 
and message transmission from a network node for a registered network node 
(Fig. 6, element 608). Hunt does not teach discovering a free node number from available 
node numbers via the central device and transmitting these node numbers to a network node 
as in claim 1. However Elliott discloses resource management explaining acquiring and 
releasing resources from a resource pool (Paragraph 683, line 1-4) Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine 
the resource assignment of Isaac K. Elliott to Christopher J. Hunt, et al. Motivation being to 
analyze the network configuration. 
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Regarding claim 2 Hunt message transmission from a network node for a registered network node 
element 608). . 

Regarding claim 3 Hunt teaches DSNE (Directory Services Network element) gathering the 
identity information of network elements which are equivalent to network nodes in the claimed 
invention (column 1 , lines 45-67) and routines updating DM (column 3, lines 47-54) where DM 
is analogous to the central device. 

Regarding claim 4 Hunt teaches request message being transmitted to the central device (Fig 
6, element 608) if a change needs to be made to the already assigned node number (column 
8, lines 4-7). 

Regarding claim 5, Hunt reference teaches all the limitations of claim 4 but does not teach a 
newly registered node number being accepted by a network node only if the central device is 
authorized to assign node number. The Elliott reference teaches honoring selected resource 
management policy at (paragraph 320, Resource Management Model 2150, lines 1-2). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the resource assignment of Isaac K. Elliott to Christopher J. 
Hunt, et al. Motivation being optimization of resource allocation. 

Regarding claim 6 Hunt teaches request message being transmitted from a network node to 
the central device (Fig 6, element 608). Hunt does not teach polling message transmitted 
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from node to central device when the node is not assigned a node number. Elliott teaches 
polling while describing how a call monitor performs monitoring of calls by polling the call- 
monitoring interface (paragraph 2068, lines 1-3) and Elliott also teaches resource 
management acquiring and releasing resources from a resource pool where resources can 
be nodes (Paragraph 683, line 1-4) Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the resource assignment of 
Isaac K. Elliott to Christopher J. Hunt, et al. Motivation being optimization of network 
resources. 

Regarding claim 7 Hunt teaches transmitting node-specific information (column 1, lines 48- 
59) from the network node to the central device (Fig. 6, element 608) within the context of a 
polling message (column 6, lines24-38). 

Regarding claim 8, Hunt teaches all of the limitations of claim 1 except the step of the request 
and polling messages being transmitted via a temporary signaling connection. Elliott teaches 
message switching (column 9, lines 46-56). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the resource 
assignment of Isaac K. Elliott to Christopher J. Hunt, et al. Motivation being saving 
bandwidth. 
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Regarding claim 10, Hunt teaches connecting DM to DA (Fig. 2 elements 201 ,205) where DM is 
analogous to the central device and DA to the local area network). 

Oath/Declaration 

It does not include the notary's signature. 

1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Vidya Sagar whose telephone number is (571) 272-8196. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Seema Rao can be reached on (571) 272-3174. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Info 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may 
be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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